GREAT RIDES
FORGREAT TIMES

Fun Trucks, Touring Bikes & Sport Boats

WINNING AUCTION BIDS Coins, Photographs,
Diamonds, Whiskies, Ancient Roman Artifacts

PLUS:

HOME AUDIO SYSTEMS
COLLECTIBLE GUNS
HOMES FOR BOATERS
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WAKE UP!

This year’s sport boats turn a day

on the water into a party.

BY KAREN CAKEBREAD

F ANY PEOPLE-CARRYING MACHINE has the sole

purpose of fun, it’s the sport boat. This year’s new

offerings suggest the trend is for larger day boats,
often with open bows and sometimes reaching 30 feet
in length, where groups of friends or families can spend
a day cruising, skiing, tubing, wake surfing, or just
swimming at anchor. The popularity of wakeboarding,
which appceals to snowboarders who can transfer the

vibe from snowy downhill park to the wake behind a

boat that can blast a musical accompaniment from its
tower, continues to influence many of the new designs
from top boatbuilders,

“A day on the water is like Ponce de Leon and the
Fountain of Youth,” says Jeff Thurston, president of
Thurston’s Marina on New Hampshire’s Lake Winnipe-
saukee. “It's invigorating, and you come out refreshed.”

To partake of the waters of that fountain, all you need

is one of these boats, a bathing suit, and a grin.
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PICKLE FORK IN THE RIVER

The twin-tip, open-bow design favored by several mak-
ers of sport boats is often likened to a pickle fork, a
shape that maximizes the seating space up front in the
new MasterCraft X-25 ($78.960, base price). The for-
ward lounging area, replete with cup holders, arm rests,
and a boarding ladder, will coddle some members of
an entourage, while the stern is fitted with wraparound

swim platform, and folding rear-facing seats for obsery-
ing the action. The X-25 puts our a rampy wake with
plenty of curl to satisty wakeboarders, while the deep-V
hull keeps the ride smooth. This boat, though shorter
than 22 feer, will sear as many as 16 peaple.
MasterCraft aims to build a high-performance luxury
sport boat for every major inboard niche, To that end, the
boarbuilder’s other new offering, the MasterCraft 300
{$300,000, base price}, represents a significant departure
from the company’s full line of sporty runabours. Mea-
suring 33 feet 9 inches (including the swim platform),
the MC 300 is built to order and designed to handle the
chop on big lakes and larger bodies of water. Weighing
14,000 pounds, the boar has twin engines capable of
800 hp. Yacht-grade accoutrements include an expansive
cockpit and room enough for plenty of deckhands, and a
cabin galley with quartz countertops, a stand-up shower
and head with a full-size entrance door, and an HD LCD
TV. The bow retains the twin-tip pickle-fork shape.
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""" B A-ONE

The new A3, the first of Cobalts A
series, has a hull design that’s simi-
lar to those of previous Cobalt mod-
els, bur it will include enhancements
that, the company says, will provide
the 25-footer with the smooth ride
and stability of a larger boar. Other
innovations include Cobalt Touch

Tech, a center-mounted helm display
showing GPS information, maps, and
engine data. For the sport-minded at
least, the A25's most notable feature
is its 39-inch-wide, hydraulic swim
platform.

The A25% maximum engine pack-
age produces 425 hp, and the boar can
accommodarte as many as 15 people.
Seating includes the sun pad, which
has a three-position backrest,

CROSSING OYER

The versatile Crossover Nautique 226 ($72,790) was designed | tunes from the tower’s speakers. Snorkelers and sea riders

to produce a wake that would serve boarders, surfers, and | will prefer the Coastal Edition, which is intended for saltwa-

tubers. But with its open bow, the boat can sear as many as | ter use and is treaved to resist-corrosion, It comes with cruise

15 passengers, making this also a good choice for cruising | control, GPS mapping, and chart-plotting capabilities—all

with your gang. The automotive-influenced dashboard hasa | displayed on the brand's digital LINC platform—and a
| burly Crusader Watersports Series engine.

blue-backlit instrument panel and an iPod inpurt for blasting
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SKIERS' SKIMMER

MNaurigue’s classic ski boars have pulled tournament water
skiers ever since water sports competrons began. The
85-yvear-old manufacrurer, Correct Craft, keeps the vener-
able brand fresh with the Ski Nautique 200,

The boat rides high in the warer and trails a minimal wake |

that is ideal for competitive slalom and trick skiers, and also

for weekend enthusiasts. The 20-footer comes with either a
closed bow ($53,700) or an open bow ($54,900); the larter
seats 10, and both feature compartments for up to six sets of
skis and other gear. The 200 Team Edition is equipped with
MNautique’s LINC system at the helm, which digitally dis-

plays such operations as stereo and cruise control and GPS,
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ROCK THE BOAT

Texas-based Tigé (pronounced Tye-
guh) produces inboards that rock, lit-
erally. The 24Vé (560,014) features a
deeper-in-the-middle ConvexV hull
that can be trimmed with the touch
of a button, so as to plane forward or
sit lower back in the water, depending
on the moment’s whim. This stream-
lined, 24-foot craft has a funcrional
layout that performs well for multiple
sports and seats as many as 16 adults.
The 24Vé comes with Tigé Touch con-
trol and Wet Sounds tower speakers,
for orchestraring the day's agenda.

DRY IN THE WATER ‘

Tigé's RZ4 ($66,611) is equipped with the Tigé Touch | sengers dry. The ConvexV hull allows the driver to adjust
control system, where all the boat’s operations—includ- | the trim, and thereby the wake, to accommodate the
ing speed, sound system, depth gauge, and more—are | tastes of skiers, wake surfers, and anyone in between. The |
controlled with a fingertip on the colored 6.5-inch dis- | RZ4,at 24 feet, seats 17, while the 22-foot RZ2 ($59,757)
play panel. The wide, open bow is designed to keep pas- | seats 15. @ |
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